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1. Name of Property

historic name  Folck’s Mill (site)

other names Wolfe Mill, - AL-III-C-040

2. Location

street & number  U. S. Route 40 at Evitt’s Creek <  not for publication

vicinity

city or town  Cumberland
code MD county  Allegany code 001 zip code 21502

state Maryland

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that thisﬁnomination (]
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property [¥] meets [] does
not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant [] nationally [] statewide [ locally. ([]

See continuation sheet for additional comments).

s A /o -F-08

SEW of certifying official/Title Date

e

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [] meets [] does not meet the National Register criteria. ({] See continuation sheet far additional comments),

Signature of certifying official/Title Date
State or Federal agency and bureau
4. National Park Service Certification
Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

| hereby, certify that this property is:
[ entered in the National Register.
[] See continuation sheet.
[[] determined eligible for the National
Register.
[ See continuation sheet.
[[] Determined not eligible for the National
Register.
[] removed from the National Register.
] other (explain):




Folck’s Mill site (AL-I1I-C-040)

Name of Property

Allegany County, Maryland

County and State

5. Classification

Category of Property

Ownership of Property
(Check only one box)

(Check as many boxes as apply)

[J private [] building(s)

] public-local [0 district

X public-State X site

(] public-Federal [] structure
[] object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter “N/A" if property is not part of a muiltiple property listing)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing
buildings
1 sites
1 1 structures
objects
2 1 Total

number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

INDUSTRY/PROCESSING/EXTRACTION/mill VACANT/not in use
7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

NO STYLE

Narrative Description

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Stone

walls N/A
roof N/A
other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets)



Folck’s Mill (site) AL-III-C-040
Name of Property

Allegany County, MD

County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for
National Register listing)

K4 A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad pattern of our
history.

[C] B Property associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

[0 € Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, or method of construction or represents
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values,
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity
whose components lack individual distinction.

[0 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x" in all the boxes that apply)

Property is:

[0 A owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

B removed from its original location.
C abirthplace or grave.

a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

O 0 g0 ad
o

F acommemorative property.

[ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

Area of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Military History

Period of Significance

1864

Significant Dates

August 1, 1864

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

Unknown

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets)

Previous documentation on files (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
previously listed in the National Register

a

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record
#

O 0000

previously determined eligible by the National Register

Primary location of additional data:

State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency

Federal agency

Local government

University

Other

Name of repository:

ooaoox




Folck's Mill site (AL-III-C-040) Allegany County, MD

Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property Approximately 18.5 acres Evitts Creek, MD-PA-WV quad

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

% S 1 I N N A N I N

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

-3 N I I I Y S I I A I N

[Q See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Cumberland Civil War Roundtable, c/o Harvey May, Secretary

date September 2007

Organization
street & number 1003 Brown Ave telephone
city or town  Cumberland state MD zip code 21502

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional ltems
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO)

name

street & number telephone

city or town state zip code

Paperwork Reduction Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et. seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing

instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of

this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
anagement and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Description Summary:

The Folck’s Mill site is the location of the Civil War engagement locally known as “The Battle
of Folck’s Mill”. The site is marked by the remains of a large 19"-century grist and saw milling
complex on the floodplain of Evitts Creek, just north of Route 40 and I-68 east of Cumberland,
Maryland. The stone foundation of the mill is the principal feature of the site.

General Description:

The Folck’s Mill site is located in a wooded area a short distance north of Route 40 and I-68, east
of Evitts Creek. The principal feature of the site 1s the surviving stone mill foundation,
measuring approximately 30 by 40 feet. The foundation is built into a partially-excavated bank
on its east and north sides; the south and west sides are fully exposed above grade and stand one
story high. The foundation is constructed of roughly-dressed masonry. The west elevation has
four openings: a wide entrance in the northernmost bay, a window opening to its right, a former
doorway (altered to a window), and another window opening in the southemmost bay. The
south wall has a single window opening. Water runs through a stone-lined trough along the
interior south wall, and exits through an arched, dressed-stone opening at the southern corner of
the west wall. Ath the east end of the trough, a similar arch appears at the top of the foundation,
just above grade. The north wall is the least intact.

An undated early 20™ century photograph shows the mill as a three-story, gable-roofed brick
building resting on a stone foundation. Damage to the brickwork in the southwest corner of the
mill has been interpreted as having resulted from artillery fire during the skirmish.

A short distance northeast of the mill foundation is a small square foundation constructed of
poured concrete. Its function is unknown, but it appears to postdate the period of significance.
Other elements of the mill complex have vanished, including a barn which reportedly caught fire

during the battle and burned to the ground.

The mill site is owned and maintained by the Maryland State Highway Administration. It is
periodically cleared of encroaching vegetation.
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Summary Statement of Significance:

The Folck's Mill Site is significant under Criterion A for its association with the Civil War
"Battle of Folck's Mill." On August 1, 1864, Union troops commanded by General Benjamin F.
Kelley engaged General John McCausland's Confederate forces as they advanced along the
Baltimore Pike towards Cumberland, Maryland after having burned the town of Chambersburg,
Pennsylvania two days previously. The grist and saw mill complex of John Folck was located at
the center of the action. The Confederates took shelter behind the mill buildings as Kelley's
troops fired from the hillside above them; Folck's barn was hit and burned down. The skirmish
lasted through the afternoon and into early evening. As Union reinforcements approached, the
Confederates retreated into West Virginia. The “Battle of Folck’s Mill”, while resulting in
relatively few casualties and only limited damage, is credited with turning the Confederates away
from Cumberland, and possibly sparing the city from Chambersburg’s fate.

Resource History and Historic Context:

The stone foundation supported a three-story brick mill building, constructed in the early 19" century by
Thomas Beall (of Ninian) and originally known as Pleasant Mill. Jacob Hoblitzell, whose wife Amy
Beall Hoblitzell was one of Thomas Beall’s heirs, purchased the property from the estate in 1819. After
John Hoblitzell’s death in 1830, John Folck Sr. purchased the mill property. In 1840, John Folck Jr.
purchased the mill from the estate of his father. Around the turn of the twentieth century, the Wolfe
family purchased the Folck’s Mill property, and operated the business for a short time.

On August 1, 1864, Union troops commanded by General Benjamin F. Kelley engaged
Confederate forces under General John McCausland as they advanced along the Baltimore Pike
towards Cumberland after having burned the town of Chambersburg, PA two days previously.
The “Battle of Folck’s Mill”, while resulting in relatively few casualties and only limited
damage, is credited with turning the Confederates away from Cumberland, and possibly sparing
the city from Chambersburg’s fate.

After razing Chambersburg by fire, McCausland’s troops (numbering over 2,600) moved
southwesterly toward McConnelsburg, PA and Hancock, MD.

About noon on July 31 the Confederates reached Hancock. Two companies of the 153™ Ohio
and Co. K, 2™ Maryland Potomac Home Brigade commanded by Capt. Peter B. Petrie withdrew
from the Hancock area in the face of the formidable enemy invasion. McCausland advanced
toward Cumberland via the Baltimore Pike (present U. S. 40).
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In Cumberland, Union General Benjamin F. Kelley commanded units of two West Virginia
infantry regiments; three companies of Ohio infantry and one Ohio Cavalry unit; a battery of
Ilinois Light Artillery and Battery B, 1% Maryland Light Artillery, and a few hundred stragglers.
Other Union troops were with General Averell in the Hancock area.

Kelley positioned part of his men in the fortifications on the hill above Christie Road,
overlooking Folck’s Mill from the west on August 1. The Confederate advance companies
reached the area about 3 pm, and Battery L, 1¥ Illinois Light Artillery, opened fire. McCausland
was surprised and fell back, taking shelter behind the mill structures. Confederate sharpshooters
opened a galling fire on the Illinois battery, but Kelley fired back at them, rendering them

ineffective.

McCausland rapidly deployed a line of skirmishers and Elaced four cannon on a high hill near
the Baltimore Pike. The 14™ Virginia, 16" Virginia, 17" Virginia, and 22™ Virginia Regiments
were formed in a line of battle a short distance behind the residence of Jesse Hinkle.

The ensuing engagement lasted for several hours, consisting mainly of artillery firing,
interspersed with an occasional volley of musketry. At 7:45 pm the shooting stopped, and
McCausland retired for the night, with both sides occupying the same ground as they started

with.

The dwelling, mill, and barn of John Folck were in the range of the Union guns, and were struck
several times. The barn, containing almost the entire year’s production, was set afire by an

exploding shell and completely destroyed.’

Gen. Bradley T. Johnson arrived the following day and consulted with McCausland. The two
agreed that with Kelley’s sizable force in front of them, Averill behind them at Hancock, and
since they were unfamiliar with the area, it was inadvisable to prolong the engagement.
McCausland asked Maj. Harry W. Gilmor to find a route back to Virginia, so as to save the
ammunition wagons and artillery. At 4 pm Gilmor encountered a local Southern sympathizer
who informed him of the road to Oldtown nearby, and Gilmor notified McCausland that he had

found a way to the Potomac.

McCausland advanced twice during the afternoon, once to make Kelley reveal the number of his
men and their positions, and again after he had consulted with Johnson, in order to keep Kelley
on the defensive as the Confederates organized their withdrawal. Johnson’s Brigade withdrew at

" Research in Civil War records is ongoing in an effort to determine whether John Folck filed a claim for damages to his property.
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about 11 pm, heading east on the Baltimore Pike for about seven miles before turning south onto
the Hinkle Road.

The following first-person account of the battle is preserved in the archives of Bowling Green
State University:

[Private Peregrine D. Layland Letter, Co.K 156th Ohio Volunteer Infantry Copy of transcription
provided to Dan Masters by Joe Becker, Clemmons, North Carolina.

Peregrine "Perry" D. Layland enlisted as a Private in Co.K, 156th Ohio Volunteer Infantry on May 2,
1864 and was mustered in May 15, 1864 in Columbus, Ohio. His company spent its first months in
service near Cincinnati before being moved to Cumberland, Maryland at the end of July 1864. On
August 1st, it was involved in a fight near Folck's Mills, Maryland with Confederate cavalry under Gen.
John McCausland following the burning of Chambersburg, Pennsylvania. Private Layland returned
home unharmed and reenlisted in Co.D, 193rd Ohio Volunteer Infantry on February 8, 1865 and served
through the rest of the war in the Shenandoah Valley. He mustered out August 4, 1865 at Winchester,
Virginia. Below is a transcription of the letter, addressed to his sister Rebecca.]

August the 2, 1864
Cumberland City, Maryland

Dear Sister Rebecca:

... Well I have seen what they call the elephant, we had a fight last Monday. I guess there
wasn't anyone killed in our regt. as I know of but there may be. We have seen a little harder
times than we had in Kentucky. There was two thousand rebbles. That is the report but there is so
many reports that I can't tell shure how many there was and don't know how many there was of
us. There was two regt. of us that I am sure of- and three pieces of artillery but we whiped they
out. The fite commenced about three o'clock P.M. and lasted until 8 o'clock. The the rebs fell
back and left in the night some time. But I can't give any account how large a loss was on the
other side. I tell you what. The shells came pretty close to us for a while. Our company was close
to our artilery and the rebs was throwing shells at them, trying to whip them out or spile there

cannomn. 3

I am about 500 miles from home. Our time will be out the 22 day of August. Our time didn't
commence till the 10th day of May. That was the day we was sworn into service. . . .
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I have bin having a midling hard time since we came here. We didn't have any sleep for 4 nights
of any account. It took us two days and nights to come here. We started from Cincinnati, the 27
of July and dident sleep any on the cars when we was comeing.

I have very good health ever since we came out. Well I must close for this time. My pen is very
pore and have a very poor place to write and will do beter next time.

Perhaps I can give a better account of the battle nixt time.

Good bye for this time

From your brother
Perry Layland

Give my love
To all

Good bye
Write soon

The mill site does not retain sufficient integrity to meet National Register Criterion C as an example of a
type of structure or complex associated with milling in the 19" century. It is referenced in John
McGrain’s comprehensive Molinography of Maryland only in connection with its association with the
Civil War skirmish. Other better preserved 19" century mills survive in Allegany and Garrett Counties
to represent their tR/pe, e. g., Taschenberger Grist Mill, AL-III-B-028, 1856; Stanton’s Mill, G-1I-C-013,
c. 1859 on late 18" century foundation (NR).
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http://www.bgsu.edu/colleges/librarv/cac/transcripts/mmsl638.html

AL-I1I-C-040

Folck's Mill

Rt. 48 and DeHaven Road
Cumberland, Maryland
First Quarter of 1800's

Folck's Mill was a brick grist mill built early in the first
quarter of the nineteenth century. For over a hundred years, it served
as a commercial center and a mill for local aqricultural produce. The
mill was damaged in August of 1864 when it was the scene of a day-long
skirmish between Confederate and Union troops. All that remains of the

various mill structures and the home of the owner are stone foundations.



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST

AL-ITI-C-040
MAGI NO. 0104676327

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

TEINAME

HISTORIC
Folgk's Mill
AND/OR COMMON
STREET & NUMBER
VU.¢ iit. 40@and Dehaven Road
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Cumberland — VICINITY OF Sixth
STATE . COUNTY
iaryland Allegany

EICLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT pusLic __OCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE  __MUSEUM
__BUILDING(S! __PRIVATE X UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL —_PARK
—STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL  __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
. SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS
__OBJECT __IN PROCESS Y YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT  _SCIENTIFIC

__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPOATATION
__NO __MILITARY X_OTHER
EY OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME Londoy AF j j 5 e | \
tate arvland State toads Comw.
o 158 4 _“‘__s | b f Mt Telephone #: 383-’-}200
STREET & NUMBER
) ost Preston Stp
CITY. TOWN STATE, Z1p code
Inltimore — VICINITY OF tsrv land. 21241
EALOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION dibee g 283
COURTHOUSE, Folio #: 357
REGISTAY OF DEEDS,ETC.  Allnruny County Courtior e
STREET & NUMBER
500 Washington Street
CITY. TOWN STATE
Cumberland larvland
EAREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
HT Index For County Survey Al -9
DATE
__FEDERAL XSTATE __COUNTY __LOCAL
DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS iryland Historical Trust, Shaw House., 21 State Cirel:
CITY. TOWN STATE

\ y Sy
ANMNanolls




AL-TIT-C-
4 DESCRIPTION M

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE o
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —UNALTERED x.ORlGINAL SITE :
__GOOD _LRUINS L ALTERED __MOVED BATE = e
—FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

_ _ } v s
The ruins of Foleck's iHill are located north of Route 4Q between
Evitt's Creek and Dehaven Road.

All that remains of this once lucrative business and home are
stone foundations of a mill, a barn, and an ice house. The larae
qgrist will made of handnade brick was powered by a water driven wheel.
Local history suqggests that a sawmill was also driven by this wheel,
Evitt's Creek, whieh supplied the power was relocated in connection
witih the road construction that caused the demolition of the buildinns.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY




AL-IL -C-0Y0
Bl SIGNIFICANCE

" PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC — ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING — LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART __ENGINEERING —MusIC —THEATER
_41800-1899 _{COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1900- _—COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARGHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The bullder and orininal owner of the Folek's i1l comnlex was
lhomas Deall of Ninian. In 1830 the property was sold to John Folek
5r. 1 Aside from its acricultural and commercial importance as a
mill fur local farm nroduce, Folek's (iill's fame is largely derived
From its being the scene of Allegany County's only Civil War fighting.

Confederate troops under the [Lenerals Ransom and MeClausland who
” had burne:d Chambersburg, Pa.,sere advancing on Cumberland in late July
1864. With plenty of warninn Union troops and three companies of loesal
volunteers met the Confederates at Folck's [1ill on July 31. After =
little rifle firing the skirmish developed into a day lonn artillery
lurl. This ended when the Confederates broke the engagement and crossed

the Potomac al Oreensprings  unhamnered. 2

The property eventuallv nassed on to the Lolfe family who were
operating tihe mill around the turn of the centurv.

i. Allegany County Land Hecords, Liber R, Fulio 165
23 1111 H. Lowdermilk, History of Cumberland (Orininally nublished,

vashinnton, 1678, reprinted, leqgicnal Publishinn Co., Baltimore.

1972) pp. 416-417. |

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EEMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Alleqany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland

Lowdermilk, Will, H. History of Cumberland, originally published, lashington

1878, reprinted, Regional Publishiing Co., Baltimore, 1972

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
[IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __+01 Acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY —
NAME / TITLE
David A. Dorsey
ORGANIZATION DATE
Allegany County Historic Sites Survey
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
3-33 Pershinag Street Rm 3U5 777-5244
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Cumberland, ilaryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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SUF'F'LEN‘.ENTAL_ INFORMATION AND PHOTO” “APHS MAY BE ADDED ON SHEET OF SAME SIZE
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Lstate NMaryland HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
county Allegany INVENTORY
TOWN VICINITY :
] x 1 v
STREET NO. 2. NAME Folck's Mil
DATE
ORIGINAL OWNER STYLEOR PERIOD
ORIGINAL USE P
PRESENT OWNER
BUILDER
PRESENT USE
WALL CONSTRUCTION 3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE
NO. OF STORIES
4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC

(94, Folck's Mill

Folck's Mill, which has long since disappeared except for its foundation,

was situated on Evitts Creek at the Baltimore Pike. Late in the day of
July 31, 186, a Union force under the command of General Kelly met and
repelled a 2,000-man Confederate force that was marching on Cumberland. The
engagement never became heated as it was begun by cannonading which was
followed by scattered musket fire. With the covering of darkness, the Rebel
soldiers retreated south and crossed the Potomac River at Green Spring.

Exterior

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ETRUCTURE Endangered Interior

@ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plen Optienal) 7. PHOTOGRAPH

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Poges) Is. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER

INTERVIEWS, RE_CORDS, PHOTOS, €7C. .
Source: Historic Landmarks in Allegany

County; A staff report by the Allegany
ounty Planmning & Zoning Commissiopn,
Cumberland, Md., Jan. 1965

DATE OF RECORC
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